
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 17, 2022 
 
Reading 1 
Gn 18:1-10a 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 

R.(1a) He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord. 
 
Reading 2 
Col 1:24-28 

 
Gospel 
Lk 10:38-42 

Jesus entered a village 
where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. 
She had a sister named Mary 
who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. 
Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, 
"Lord, do you not care 
that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? 
Tell her to help me." 
The Lord said to her in reply, 
"Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. 
There is need of only one thing. 
Mary has chosen the better part 
and it will not be taken from her." 
 

HOMILY: 

 

When I went away to college, this meant moving from our then home in Maryland to Michigan, 

some 600 miles away.  Good news, my brother had preceded me by two years, to attend 

Michigan State University and to chase after the hockey puck on their team—and to study too, of 

course!  One spring, while Mom and Dad still lived in Maryland, Bob and I decided that we 

would drive home and “surprise” the parents!  The secret was kept safely under wraps until we 

pulled into the driveway on Little Egypt Road. While it was a long time ago, I have distinct 

memories that Mom was initially not as delighted as we might have thought.  For, she would 

have wanted to have everything in place, all the gestures of hospitality ready, that the 

homecoming could be a proper one.  In a very real way, we had prevented her from offering the 

many gestures of love that are related to hospitality—making the place ready and comfortable for 

her guests.  For much of the joy is in the anticipation of the reunion, and we had cheated her of 

that.  Surprise visit—we never did that again! 

 

Today’s scriptures are all about hospitality—the welcoming of guests.  It is sacred work!  It is an 

act of love.  And because each of us has been fit, since our creation, to bear the very life of God, 

when we offer hospitality to others, we welcome God. And nowhere is that clearer than when we 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Genesis/18?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/15?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Colossians/1?24
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?38


 

gather, here, in Christ’s name, where, He promised, if we did so, He would be here. Any of the 

preparations of hospitality that we offer here are for Christ our King, who gathers us together and 

whom we bear to each other. 

 

Today, we gather in a particular way to celebrate a great act of hospitality, to enhance the 

accessibility of our church and to provide for its long-term sustainability through the storm water 

remedy, that, for years to come, we can “Open Wide the Doors to Christ” here. It has been a lot 

of work, effort, and sacrifice on the parts of many.  In the name of our parish family, present and 

future, I say “thank you” to the many who labored for the sake of hospitality, including our 

architect, contractors, laborers, parish staff, and so many others, and for all who generously 

supported this project. Any of the extraordinary efforts, now approaching completion, were only 

for a sacred end—the “Open Wide the Doors to Christ.”  

 

But…across all these efforts, have we merely become like Martha in today’s Gospel?  With all 

the digging, back-filling, pouring, grinding, paving, landscaping, are we met with the words of 

our Lord to Martha, “You are anxious and worried about many things…” Have we been too 

consumed with the details of hospitality, but failed to recall “the one thing,” the “better part” that 

is sitting at the Lord’s feet and listening to him speak?” It could be, and not just during a 

construction project.  For, long after we have “Opened Wide the Doors to Christ,” we can close 

them again by, once inside these sacred doors, allowing our anxieties and worries to dominate us. 

For the doors of this place are meant to open up to an oasis of peace and life at this altar, poured 

forth from the heart of God, by the One who promised that, when we gather here, he will 

transform our worries and anxieties to peace. 

 

The word “hospitality” literally suggests welcoming a guest. At my mother’s house, any visit 

was preceded by many acts of hospitality prior to the visit, critical expressions of love.  All we 

have done this last year is merely and only to open wide the path the love of God, here received 

in perfection. Now that our “Open Wide the Doors to Christ” project is nearly completed, we 

need to ask God to bless it—that is, to utter his “good word” over it that our parish might be 

more what it is meant to be—a place where our many acts of hospitality converge to welcome 

others not merely into St. Edward Church, but into the heart of Christ, where alone we find, 

peace, joy and life.  For, while it is necessary to have a church space that is accessible to all, if, 

once here, our friends and guests don’t receive a welcome by each of our hearts, our efforts will 

ultimately be fruitless.  Lord, bless our efforts with your powerful Holy Spirit, that, once having 

entered our doors, all might receive through us the many and varied acts of hospitality that speak 

to eternal welcoming into Your heart, for which we have each been created! 


